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Dr. Rachel Epstein, MD, MSc 

Assistant Professor, Department of Medicine, Section of Infectious Diseases, 

Department of Pediatrics, Section of Infectious Diseases Boston University 

Chobanian and Avedisian School of Medicine Attending Physician, Boston 

Medical Center 

Rachel Epstein, MD, MScE, is a clinician-scientist and 

infectious diseases physician who utilizes large data set 

analysis and decision modeling to help inform policy and 

program design to improve care for individuals with Hepatitis 

C, HIV, and substance use, with a particular focus on 

pregnant women and youth. She completed her residency at 

Brown University in Internal Medicine-Pediatrics, fellowship 

in pediatric and adult infectious diseases at Boston Medical 

Center, and is currently an Assistant Professor of Medicine 

and Pediatrics at the Boston University Chobanian and 

Avedisian School of Medicine. Her current and recent 

research include projects analyzing the effects of Medicaid 

HCV treatment restrictions and the role of prenatal care on 

the HCV and opioid use disorder care cascades, HIV 

prevention and medication adherence in youth, COVID-19, 

and comparing the cost-effectiveness of various HCV screening, evaluation, and 

treatment interventions. 

 

Dr. Manal El-Sayed, MD, PhD 

Professor of Pediatrics & Clinical Director, National HCV Pediatric Treatment 

Program of Ain Shams University, Egypt 

 

Dr. Manal El-Sayed (Cairo, Egypt) is Professor of Pediatrics 

at Ain Shams University. She is director of the clinical 

research center (MASRI-CRC) and co-supervisor of the 

viral hepatitis treatment center at the Faculty of Medicine, 

Ain Shams University and clinical director of the national 

HCV Pediatric treatment program. Dr. El-Sayed is a 

founding member of the Egyptian National Committee for 

Control of Viral Hepatitis (NCCVH) since 2006. She 

contributed to the establishment of a nationwide network of 

more than 100 specialized liver centers that provided 



 

 

interferon therapy and direct-acting antiviral agents for treatment of more than 3 million 

HCV patients. Manal collaborated on the development of the national action plan for 

prevention and control of viral hepatitis published in 2014 with representatives from 

WHO, U.S. CDC, Pasteur Institute, and national stakeholders. In addition to co-

supervising the nationwide mass screening program for adults and children reaching so 

far more than 59 million people. 

Manal is also the secretary general of the Egyptian Liver Care Society, an NGO offering 

financial assistance to patients receiving hepatitis treatment or liver transplants. She 

authored and co-authored numerous journal articles on hepatitis, and participated in the 

development of the WHO’s global HBV, HCV and diagnostic guidelines. Between 2011-

2015, Manal was Vice Chair of WHO’s Technical Advisory Group for Prevention and 

Control of Viral Hepatitis in Egypt and has been a member of the Global Accelerator for 

Pediatric Formulations (GAP-f) since December 2016. She is also a board member of 

the European Study of Liver Disease International Liver Foundation since January 

2018. In addition to co-organising and co-chairing numerous international meetings on 

viral hepatitis and liver disease in Europe and Africa. 

 

Dr. Tatyana Kushner, MD, MSCE 

Associate Professor, Division of Liver Diseases, Department of Obstetrics, 

Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

 
Tatyana Kushner is an Associate Professor in the 

Division of Liver Diseases at the Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai, with a joint appointment in the Department of 
Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences. She 
completed her medical school and internal medicine residency 
at Mount Sinai, a fellowship in gastroenterology and a Masters 
in Clinical Epidemiology at UPenn, and her transplant 
hepatology fellowship at UCSF. Her clinical and research 
interests have included improving our understanding of the 
epidemiology and outcomes of hepatitis C in women of 
childbearing age and in pregnancy. She is a member of the 
AASLD Women's Initiatives Committee and also on the 
AASLD/ IDSA HCV Guidance Committee. She is an advisor to 

the national Hepatitis C Mentor Support Group (HCMSG). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Dr. Anthony Martinez, MD, AAHIVS, FAASLD 
 

Medical Director of Hepatology, Erie County Medical Center, United States 

  

Dr. Martinez cares for patients with liver disease and addiction 

disorders, including opiate dependency, viral hepatitis, 

alcoholic and fatty liver disease, at Erie County Medical Center 

where he is the medical director of hepatology. His clinic “La 

Bodega” has been recognized both nationally and 

internationally as a novel co-localized model for the 

management of viral hepatitis and addiction disorders. Dr. 

Martinez is also an Associate Professor of Medicine at Jacobs 

School of Medicine within University of Buffalo and has 

lectured around the world on Hepatitis C management among 

people with substance use disorders. His team’s work has 

been presented at the annual liver meeting of the American 

Association for the Study of Liver; the annual conference of the International Network 

On Viral Hepatitis in Substance Users and at the International Liver Congress. 

 

His research involves improving hepatitis C treatment in populations disproportionately 

affected by HCV, particularly people who inject drugs. He has been a primary and co-

investigator on numerous clinical trials related to hepatitis C and fatty liver disease and 

he is board certified by the ABIM and the American Academy of HIV Medicine. A fierce 

advocate, he works to eliminate hepatitis C treatment restrictions throughout the United 

States and in Europe.  Dr. Martinez is a Fellow of the American Association for the 

Study of Liver Disease where he serves on the HCV special interest group steering 

committee; the European Association for the Study of The Liver; the American Society 

of Addiction Medicine; he is an ambassador and co-chair of the Chronic Liver Disease 

Foundation HCV Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dr. Ghulam N Yattoo, MD, DM , DNB , MNAMS, FACG , FINASL 

 

Gastroenterology Consultant, Thumbay Hospital, UAE 

 

Dr. Ghulam N Yattoo is an experienced Professor with a 

demonstrated history of working in the medical practice 

industry. Dr. Yattoo is skilled in Sclerotherapy, Clinical 

Research, ERCP, Endoscopy, and Hepatology. Dr. 

Tattoo is a strong business development professional 

with a D.M. focused in Gastroenterology from Sher-e-

Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Srinagar.  He is a 

recipient of the Jammu and Kashmir Science and 

Technology Department Young Scientist Award , the 

Indian Society of Gastroenterology Young Investigator’s 

Award,  the Association for the Study of Liver, Japan Young Investigator’s Award, and 

the Indian Association for the Study of Liver Senior Fellowship Award.  

 

 

Caroline Thomas 

 

Founder, Peduli Hati Bangsa Foundation, Indonesia 

 

Caroline Thomas is the Founder of Peduli Hati Bangsa 

Foundation, a non-profit organization of people living with 

and affected by viral hepatitis and HIV based in Indonesia. 

The organization was formed to raise awareness about HIV 

and viral hepatitis and to educate and increase access to 

diagnosis and treatment in Indonesia through advocacy and 

evidence-informed programs. She was recently the 

Consultant to the World Health Organization on Improving 

Access to Diagnostics and Therapeutics for Hepatitis B and 

C to address bottlenecks and leveraging opportunities in 

WHO South-East Asia. 

Since 2019 she has also led a community team in the micro 

elimination of hepatitis C in the correctional facilities in Jakarta, and more recently in the 

Bali area, in which around 17,000 people in those settings have been screened and 

referred to treatment. The work was done in collaboration with the Ministry of Law and 

Human Rights as well as the Indonesian Ministry of Health. 


