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Bios 
Introduction 

Douglas R. Lowy, MD 
Acting Director and Principal Deputy Director, National Cancer Institute, NIH 

 
Douglas R. Lowy, M.D., has been the National Cancer Institute’s 

(NCI) principal deputy director since July 2010, helping to lead 

NCI’s key scientific initiatives. He also served as acting director 

between April 2015 and October 2017 and between April 2019 

and October 2019. Dr. Lowy received his medical degree from 

New York University School of Medicine and trained in internal 

medicine at Stanford University and dermatology at Yale 

University. 

His research interests include the biology of papillomaviruses and 

the regulation of normal and neoplastic cell growth. The papillomavirus research is carried out in close 

collaboration with Dr. John Schiller, with whom he has coauthored more than 150 papers over the past 

30 years. In the 1980s, Drs. Lowy and Schiller studied the genetic organization of papillomaviruses and 

identified the oncogenes encoded by the virus. More recently, they have worked on papillomavirus 

vaccines and the papillomavirus life cycle. Their laboratory was involved in the initial development, 

characterization, and clinical testing of the preventive virus-like particle-based HPV vaccines that are now 

used in three FDA-approved HPV vaccines. Dr. Lowy’s growth regulation research includes prior studies 

that established the importance of the RAS gene family in cancer and the main mechanisms by which the 

NF1 tumor suppressor gene regulates normal cell growth. His growth regulation research is now focused 

primarily on the DLC family of tumor suppressor genes and their mechanism of action. 

In addition to serving as NCI principal deputy director, Dr. Lowy is chief of the Laboratory of Cellular 

Oncology in NCI’s Center for Cancer Research. He is a member of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) 

and a member of the Institute of Medicine of the NAS. 

Dr. Lowy, along with Dr. Schiller, received the Federal Employee of the Year Service to America Medal 

from the Partnership for Public Service in 2007, and the Sabin Gold Medal AwardExit Disclaimer from the 

Sabin Vaccine Institute in 2011. In November 2014, they were honored by President Obama with 

the National Medal of Technology and Innovation. In September 2017, the two received the Lasker-

DeBakey Clinical Medical Research Award, the country’s most prestigious honor for biomedical research, 

for their significant research leading to the development of HPV vaccines. They were also recognized for 

their contributions toward the development of HPV vaccines with the 2018 Szent-Györgyi Prize for 

Progress in Cancer Research. Dr. Lowy received the 2019 Association of American Cancer Institutes' 

Distinguished Scientist Award in recognition of his long-term research on the molecular biology of tumor 

viruses and growth regulation, his role in enabling the development of HPV vaccines, and his exploration 

of oncogenes and tumor suppressor genes and their signaling pathways. His most recent honor is the 2020 

American Association for Cancer Research Distinguished Public Service Award in recognition of his 

outstanding leadership of NCI during his terms as acting director. 

https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/infectious-agents/hpv-vaccine-fact-sheet
https://ccr.cancer.gov/Laboratory-of-Cellular-Oncology/douglas-r-lowy
https://ccr.cancer.gov/Laboratory-of-Cellular-Oncology/douglas-r-lowy
https://www.sabin.org/sites/sabin.org/files/2011albertbsabingoldmedalawardprogram.pdf
https://www.sabin.org/sites/sabin.org/files/2011albertbsabingoldmedalawardprogram.pdf
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2014/nationalmedaltechnologylowyschiller
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2017/lowy-schiller-lasker-award
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2017/lowy-schiller-lasker-award
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2018/lowy-schiller-szent-gyorgyi-prize
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2018/lowy-schiller-szent-gyorgyi-prize
https://www.aaci-cancer.org/News-AACI-to-Honor-Lowy-With-Distinguished-Scientist-Award
https://www.aaci-cancer.org/News-AACI-to-Honor-Lowy-With-Distinguished-Scientist-Award
https://www.aacr.org/governance/douglas-r-lowy/
https://www.aacr.org/governance/douglas-r-lowy/
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Presenters 

 

Dr. Jill Koshiol 
Senior Investigator, Infections and Immunoepidemiology Branch, National Cancer 

Institute, NIH  

 
Dr. Jill Koshiol received her Ph.D. in epidemiology from the 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School in 2005 

and subsequently joined the National Cancer Institute. She 

is a Senior Investigator in the Infections and 

Immunoepidemiology Branch of the Division of Cancer 

Epidemiology and Prevention. She studies the natural 

history of hepatobiliary cancers and the role of 

inflammation in these cancers to better understand how 

they develop and to identify new opportunities for cancer 

prevention and early detection. 

  



Dr. Doan Dao 
Director, Center of Excellence for Liver Disease in Vietnam & Assistant Professor of 

Medicine, Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine 
 

Doan Dao, M.D. is an Assistant Professor of 

Medicine, Division of Gastroenterology & 

Hepatology, Johns Hopkins University School of 

Medicine. 

Dr. Dao’s personal passion and professional 

commitment is the study of and care for patients 

with hepatitis B virus (HBV).  He has worked in HBV 

field including clinical research, basic science 

training, patient care, and outreach and advocacy 

programs for more than 12 years, beginning early in 

medical school when he took two years off to do 

HBV translational research. His devotion to HBV in 

part stemmed from the large unmet needs in HBV 

endemic underserved areas of Africa and Asia. He 

was born and grew up in Vietnam. 

Dr. Dao obtained his post-graduate clinical training 

in Internal Medicine/Gastroenterology & 

Hepatology (2012-2019), as part of the Physician 

Scientist Training Program (PSTP), at UT 

Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, Texas. PSTP is 

a formal mechanism to facilitate and support the development of physician-scientists in academic 

medicine. 

Dr. Dao manages patients with general gastrointestinal diseases or chronic liver diseases. Dr. Dao's 

research focuses on HBV cure. He also dedicates a large portion of his time and efforts to live and work in 

his native Vietnam towards viral hepatitis elimination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dr. Gregory Kirk 
Professor of Medicine, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 
 

Dr. Gregory Kirk is a professor of medicine at the Johns Hopkins 

University School of Medicine. He holds joint appointments in 

oncology and, at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 

Health, in epidemiology. His areas of clinical expertise include 

epidemiology, hepatitis, HIV, AIDS and infectious diseases.  

 

He serves as the vice chair for clinical and translational research at 

the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. 

 

Dr. Kirk received his undergraduate degree from Oklahoma State 

University. He earned a Ph.D. and M.P.H. from the Johns Hopkins 

Bloomberg School of Public Health. He earned his M.D. from the 

University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center College of 

Medicine. He completed a residency in preventative medicine at 

the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and in 

internal medicine at Georgetown University. He performed a fellowship in infectious diseases at the 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 

 

His research focuses on understanding and preventing the long-term consequences of chronic HIV 

infection, particularly the malignant complications of HIV and viral hepatitis. He has extensive research 

and clinical experience in Africa, leading the Gambia Liver Cancer Study, one of the largest studies of 

hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) performed in the continent, in addition to years of collaborative research 

in Uganda.  

 

Dr. Kirk pioneered the use of elastography and application of novel aflatoxin-associated biomarkers of 

HCC risk to be applied in Consortium projects. He has strong, multidisciplinary team leadership skills as 

principal investigator of the ALIVE cohort and several other collaborative studies in Baltimore. 
  



Discussants 

 

Dr. Ponsiano Ocama 
Associate Professor and Academic Hepatologist/Gastroenterologist at the Makerere 

University College of Health Sciences and Kiruddu National Referral Hospital 
 

Ponsiano Ocama, PhD is an Associate Professor and 

Academic Hepatologist/Gastroenterologist at the 

Makerere University College of Health Sciences and 

Kiruddu National Referral Hospital. His major research 

interests are the interactions between viral hepatitis and 

HIV on liver disease and hepatocellular carcinoma in 

resource-limited settings. He also leads several clinical stu 

dies focused on HIV, HBV, HCV and Hepatocellular 

carcinoma. Previously, Prof Ocama completed an academic 

research hepatology fellowship at UT-Southwestern in 

Dallas, USA and research scholar on HIV and hepatitis at the 

Infectious Disease Institute, and obtained his PhD at 

Antwerp University. He participated in writing the WHO 

guidelines on viral hepatitis B and C including reviewing the 

testing guidelines. Currently, he is a Ugandan PI for 3 NIH 

funded studies on obesogenic effects of dolutegravir in HIV-positive patients, hepatitis B and S. mansoni 

infection in progression of liver diseases, HIV and hepatitis in hepatocellular carcinoma in Africa, as well 

as 2 Gilead sponsored studies on HCV in blood donors and integrating HBV care and treatment in HIV 

clinics in Uganda. He is also studying best practices regarding prevention of mother to child transmission 

of HBV in Uganda. He is the president of Uganda Gastroenterology Society, a fellow of the East Central 

and Southern African College of Physicians. 

  



Moderators 

Dr. Betsy Read-Connole 
Program Director for Viral Oncogenesis, Division of Cancer Biology, National Cancer 

Institute (NCI), NIH 
 

Dr. Betsy Read-Connole received a B.A. in Biology and 

Chemistry from Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, VA, a M.S. 

in Microbiology and a Ph.D. in Molecular and Cell Biology 

from the University of Maryland, College Park. She held a 

Cancer Research Training Fellow with the HIV and AIDS 

Malignancy Branch in the National Cancer Institute (NCI) at 

the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Dr. Read-Connole is 

currently a Section Chief and Program Director of viral 

oncogenesis (viruses that cause cancer) in the Cancer 

Immunology, Hematology, and Etiology Branch, in the 

Division of Cancer Biology, NCI. She also serves as the NCI 

representative to several NIH committees focused on AIDS, 

Viral Hepatitis, and Rare Disease. 

Prior to graduate school she worked in several NCI 

laboratories studying AIDS and oncogenic viruses. Dr. Read-Connole was involved in the isolation of the 

retrovirus that causes AIDS, which lead to the development of the blood test for HIV detection. Her 

scientific contributions have been acknowledged through several honors and awards. 

 

  



Dr. Jo Ann Rinaudo 
Program Director, Cancer Biomarkers Research Group, Division of Cancer Prevention, 

National Cancer Institute, NIH 
 

Dr. Jo Ann Rinaudo is a Program Director in the Cancer Biomarkers 

Research Group in the Division of Cancer Prevention at the 

National Cancer Institute. She manages a portfolio of grants and 

programs focused on hepatocellular and pancreatic cancer. Dr. 

Rinaudo is a Program Director with extensive experience and 

provides scientific/programmatic leadership to several major 

programs. She is involved with several major consortia, including 

the Early Detection Research Network, Chronic Pancreatitis, 

Diabetes, and Pancreatic Cancer Consortium (co-sponsored with 

NIDDK), Pancreatic Cancer Detection Consortium, and most 

recently, the Translational Liver Cancer Consortium. Her interests 

include liver cancer development and progression, prognosis, 

diagnosis, risk assessm ent, biomarkers, and early detection of liver 

cancer. 

She received a doctoral degree from the University of Toronto, 

where she studied chemical carcinogenesis in the liver. Post-

graduate training at the NIH/NCI included further studies on the cell cycle during liver regeneration and 

cancer. Before joining the NCI, she was an Assistant Professor at Georgetown University, where her 

research focused on changes in gene expression during virally induced hepatocarcinogenesis. In addition, 

she spent time as a Patent Examiner at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and at the National Institute 

of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 

 

  



John W. Ward, MD 
Director, Coalition for Global Hepatitis Elimination, Task Force for Global Health 
 

Dr. John W. Ward created and directs the Coalition for Global 

Hepatitis Elimination of the Task Force for Global Health. 

Modelled after other Task Force programs to eliminate disease, 

the Coalition is a community of practice strengthening the 

capacity of national and sub-national hepatitis elimination 

programs through funding, advocacy, technical assistance, 

operational research and monitoring progress toward hepatitis 

elimination in >190 countries. Globally, Dr. Ward is an advisor to 

African Union Hepatitis Technical Working Group, and WHO 

including the PAHO technical advisory committee on disease 

elimination and the WPRO Hepatitis B Expert Resource Panel. Dr. 

Ward chairs the AASLD Task Force for Hepatitis Elimination. Over 

a 13-year tenure, Dr. Ward directed the US CDC Division of Viral 

Hepatitis with responsibilities for viral hepatitis surveillance, 

prevention, and research. At the national level, Dr. Ward 

developed recommendations for hepatitis A and hepatitis B 

vaccination, hepatitis B and hepatitis C screening, authored the 

first action plan for viral hepatitis prevention. Dr. Ward initiated 

the US Academies of Sciences recommendations for viral hepatitis elimination and guided the launch of 

pioneer HCV elimination programs. Earlier Dr. Ward was Editor of the CDC MMWR and assisted in the CDC 

response to large outbreaks including SARS and the anthrax attacks after 9/11. As a medical 

epidemiologist in the CDC HIV/AIDS program, Dr. Ward identified new routes of HIV transmission, 

evaluated the first HIV tests to protect the nation’s blood supply and led national HIV/AIDS surveillance. 

Dr. Ward has authored over 150 publications of scientific work in viral hepatitis and HIV and edited Silent 

Victories, a history of public health in the 20th Century published by Oxford University Press. Dr. Ward 

received his medical training at the University of Alabama at Birmingham and University of Washington, 

Seattle. Dr. Ward is a Professor in the Hubert Department of Global Health, Rollins School of Public Health, 

Emory University, Atlanta.  


