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RUN-OF-SHOW 
 

Date/Time Action Chairs / speakers 

15:00-15:08 Welcome and housekeeping 
John Ward 
Maura Dandri 
Massimo Levrero 

15:08-15:15 From Discovery to Current Challenges  
Mario Rizzetto 
 

15:15-15:30 Virology and Diagnostic Needs  Dieter Glebe 

15:30-15:45 Epidemiology and Clinical Features  Pietro Lampertico 

15:45-16:00 Innovation in Therapy  
 Marc Bouliere 
 

16:00-16:25 Q&A for Speakers 
John Ward 
Maura Dandri 
Massimo Levrero 

16:25-16:55 

Expert Round Table Discussion  
• Is there still a role for IFN in HDV 

cure? 
• What are examples of 

progresses in the 
characterization of immune 
responses in HDV infection? Is 
there a lesson for CHD cure? (to 
guide new therapeutic 
interventions)  

• Do we need WHO standard(s) 
for HDV / point of care tests? 

• What needs to be considered for 
a HDV cure in low / middle 
income countries? 

• HDV cure in pediatric 
population: is there an issue?  

Jeffrey Glenn 

Stephan Urban 
Antonio Bertoletti 
Manal El Sayed  
Cihan Yurdaydin 

16:55-17:00 Close of Event John Ward 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Speaker Affiliations & Bios 
 

Mario Rizzetto 
Department of Medical Sciences, University of Turin, Italy  
 

 

Mario Rizzetto qualified in medicine and surgery from the 
University of Padova in 1969. He completed a research 
fellowship in immunology at Middlesex Hospital School of 
Medicine in London in 1972-1973. Professor Rizzetto was a 
visiting researcher at the Laboratory for Infectious Diseases 
at the National Institutes of Health in the USA from 1978 to 
1979. He has been Professor of Gastroenterology at the 
University of Torino until his retirement in 2015.  
   
Professor Rizzetto’s contributions to hepatitis research 
culminated in his discovery – in 1977 – of the delta antigen 
(now known as hepatitis delta virus or HDV) and the 
elucidation of its role in fulminant and chronic hepatitis. 
 
 

Dieter Glebe 
Institute of Medical Virology, National Reference Center for Hepatitis B Viruses and 
Hepatitis D Viruses, Justus Liebig University Giessen, Germany / German Center for 
Infection Research, Germany (DZIF)  
 

Dieter Glebe is virologist and head of the German National 
Reference Centre for Hepatitis B Viruses and Hepatitis D 
Viruses at the University in Giessen, Germany. The overall 
aim of his research is focused on understanding the 
evolutionary background and molecular mechanism 
involved in infectivity, persistence and neutralization of 
hepatitis B and D viruses. In the past, he discovered and 
characterized a new species of hepatitis delta-like viruses 
and various hepadnaviruses from mammals, including 
hepadnaviruses from primates, bats and shrews that could 
serve as animal models for HBV and HDV. He is also 
interested in HBV vaccines and analysed efficiency of 
neutralising antibodies against HBV surface proteins. During the last years, D. Glebe has 
devoted substantial parts of his research to the understanding of processes that constitute 
current genetic diversity, infectivity and pathogenicity of hepatitis B viruses, hepatitis D 
viruses and related animal viruses. 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Pietro Lampertico 
Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Fondazione IRCCS Ca' Granda Ospedale 
Maggiore Policlinico, Italy / CRC “A. M. and A. Migliavacca” Center for Liver Disease, 
Department of Pathophysiology and Transplantation, University of Milan, Italy  
 
 
Pietro Lampertico is Assistant Professor in the first 
Gastroenterology Unit at the Fondazione IRCCS Ca’ Granda, 
Ospedale Maggiore Policlinico, University of Milan, Milan, 
Italy, under the direction of Professor Massimo Colombo.  
  
In the Gastroenterology Unit, Professor Lampertico is 
primarily involved in the clinical management of chronic 
viral hepatitis outpatients, particularly those with CHB. His 
research interests include the treatment of patients with 
chronic hepatitis/cirrhosis due to HBV, the long-term 
outcome of cirrhotic patients undergoing antiviral 
treatment, and the diagnosis and management of antiviral 
resistance to oral nucleos(t)ide analogues. 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Marc Bouliere 
Department of Hepatology and Gastroenterology, Hôpital Saint-Joseph, Marseille, France 
/ INSERM UMR1252 IRD SESSTIM (Sciences économiques et sociales de la santé & 
traitement de l’information médicale)  Aix Marseille Université, France  

 

 

Marc Bourlière received his medical degree in 1987 from 
Marseilles University in Marseille, France. He completed 
his fellowship training at Marseilles University hospital 
and in Beaujon University hospital in Paris. He was 
assistant in Hepatology in Conception University hospital 
in Marseilles before taking up his current position as head 
of the Hepato-Gastroenterology department at Hospital 
Saint Joseph also in Marseilles. 
  
Dr. Bourlière and his group have participated in hepatitis 
B and C and HCC clinical trials. His current research focus 
is the use and development of non-invasive biomarkers in 
hepatitis and the development of new antiviral therapy 
for hepatitis C. 
 
Dr. Bourlière has published more than 150 papers or chapters in international journals and 
books focused on hepatitis B and C. As well as reviewing for many specialist journals, he has 
served as member of the editorial board of Gastroenterologie, Clinique et Biologique.  
  
Dr. Bourlière belongs to the French Agency for AIDS and hepatitis research (ANRS) and he 
heads the ANRS group that coordinates hepatitis clinical therapeutic trials (AC24). He is also 
a member of several professional societies including the French and European associations 
for the study of the liver. 

 
  



 

 

Round Table Speaker Affiliations & Bios 
 
Antonio Bertoletti 
Emerging Infectious Diseases Program, Duke-NUS Medical School, Singapore 
 
Antonio Bertoletti trained as a specialist in Infectious Diseases, 
with an interest in the immunological control of persistent viral 
infections, particularly Hepatitis B (HBV). 
  
During his research career, first in USA (The Scripps Research 
Institute) and then in Italy (University of Parma), he was the 
first to characterize hepatitis B virus (HBV) specific human CD8 
T cells in HBV infected patients, and to define the effect of HBV 
mutations in HBV-specific CTL function. 
  
After moving to London (University College of London) in 1997, 
he pioneered the use of HLA-tetramers in HBV infected 
subjects and used them to characterize the role of HBV-specific 
T cells in viral control and disease pathogenesis.  
  
In 2006 Prof. Bertoletti moved to Singapore and became Director of Infection and Immunity 
Program at the Singapore Institute for Clinical Sciences (A*STAR) until 2013, after which he 
joined as a Professor in the Emerging Infectious Disease Programme at Duke-NUS Medical 
School in the same year. 
 
His current research focuses on the development of new immunological based therapies 
(TCR-redirected T cells, HLA-peptide specific antibodies) for the treatment of HBV and 
Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), and the characterization of human intra-sinusoidal hepatic 
immune system. 
 
  



 

 

 
 

Manal El Sayed 
Department of Paediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Ain Shams University, Cairo, Egypt  
 

 

Manal El-Sayed (Cairo, Egypt) is Professor of Pediatrics at 
Ain Shams University. She is director of the clinical 
research center (MASRI-CRC) and co-supervisor of the 
viral hepatitis treatment center at the Faculty of 
Medicine, Ain Shams University and clinical director of 
the national HCV Pediatric treatment program.  
  
Dr El-Sayed is a founding member of the Egyptian 
National Committee for Control of Viral Hepatitis 
(NCCVH) since 2006. She contributed to the 
establishment of a nationwide network of more than 100 
specialized liver centers that provided interferon therapy 
and direct-acting antiviral agents for treatment of more than 3 million HCV patients. Manal 
collaborated on the development of the national action plan for prevention and control of 
viral hepatitis published in 2014 with representatives from WHO, U.S. CDC, Pasteur Institute, 
and national stakeholders. In addition to co-supervising the nationwide mass screening 
program for adults and children reaching so far more than 59 million people. 
  
Manal is also the secretary general of the Egyptian Liver Care Society, an NGO offering 
financial assistance to patients receiving hepatitis treatment or liver transplants. She 
authored and co-authored numerous journal articles on hepatitis, and participated in the 
development of the WHO’s global HBV, HCV and diagnostic guidelines. Between 2011-2015, 
Manal was Vice Chair of WHO’s Technical Advisory Group for Prevention and Control of Viral 
Hepatitis in Egypt and has been a member of the Global Accelerator for Pediatric Formulations 
(GAP-f) since December 2016. She is also a board member of the European Study of Liver 
Disease International Liver Foundation since January 2018. In addition to co-organising and 
co-chairing numerous international meetings on viral hepatitis and liver disease in Europe and 
Africa.  
 
  



 

 

 

Jeffrey Glenn 
Departments of Medicine (Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology) and 
Microbiology & Immunology, Stanford School of Medicine, Stanford, CA, United States  
 
Jeffrey Glenn is an author on over 100 scientific 
articles and book chapters, is an inventor on over 
50 issued and pending patent applications, and 
has been an active consultant for a variety of 
biotechnology and large pharmaceutical 
companies. His primary research interest is in 
molecular virology, with a strong emphasis on 
translating this knowledge into novel antiviral 
therapies. He is the principal investigator on 
multiple NIH grants, an elected member of the 
American Society for Clinical Investigation, and a 
member of the FDA Antiviral Drugs Advisory 
Committee.  
  
Dr. Glenn’s work has focused on the function and 
cell biology of the hepatitis C virus (HCV) non-structural proteins, targeting RNA secondary 
structure in influenza virus, and identifying host cell targets exploited by a wide range of 
viruses. Dr. Glenn discovered the role of prenylation in the life cycles of hepatitis delta virus 
(HDV) and other viruses including as a trigger of virus assembly and a target for a promising 
antiviral treatment that is the basis of the Company’s lead programs. Other interests  include 
NASH, novel anti-cancer therapies, and the engineering of human liver tissues. 
  
Jeffrey Glenn received his undergraduate degree from the University of California, Berkeley 
summa cum laude in Biochemistry and French Civilization, and both a PhD in Biochemistry 
and Biophysics and an M.D. from the University of California, San Francisco Medical Scientist 
Training Program. He completed an internship and residency in internal medicine, as well as 
a fellowship in gastroenterology, at Stanford University’s School of Medicine.  
 
  



 

 

 

Stephan Urban 
Department of Infectious Diseases, Molecular Virology, University Hospital Heidelberg, 
Heidelberg, Germany / German Center for Infection Research (DZIF) - Heidelberg Partner 
Site, Heidelberg, Germany  
 

 

Stephan Urban is head of the Translational Virology unit at the 
Department of Infectious Diseases, Molecular Virology at 
Heidelberg University Hospital.  He is also Project Coordinator 
in the DZIF TTU Hepatitis.  Prof. Urban and his team developed 
the first drug for hepatitis D at the Heidelberg University 
Hospital. The drug, which blocks the entry of the hepatitis B 
and hepatitis D virus into the liver cell, was approved by the 
European Commission on 31 July 2020.  In 2014 he was 
awarded with the DZIF Research Award. He is the recipient of 
the Pettenkofer Prize of the Pettenkofer Foundation 2011.  
Professor Urban’s research interests include Molecular 
mechanisms of Hepatitis B- and Hepatitis D Virus/host interactions with a focus on the early 
and late events of viral infection; Identification of hepadnaviral receptors and structural 
analyses of virus receptor interactions; Development of novel cell culture systems and animal 
models for HBV and HDV; Clinical development of entry inhibitors for HBV and HDV infection; 
Development of hepatotropic drugs for the therapy of liver diseases.   Prof. Urban completed 
his Diploma in Biochemistry at the University of Tübingen in 1991 and was awarded a Ph.D. 
in 1995 under Prof. Dr. P.H. Hofschneider at the Max-Planck-Institut für Biochemie, 
Martinsried and undertook Postdoctoral research at the Centre for Molecular Biology 
(ZMBH), Heidelberg University with Prof. Dr. H. Schaller. 
 

  



 

 

 
 
Cihan Yurdaydin 
Department of Gastroenterology, Ankara University School of Medicine, Ankara, Turkey / 
Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Koc University Medical School, Istanbul, 
Turkey  
 
 
Cihan Yurdaydin specialized in Internal Medicine at the 
University of Ankara Medical School, Turkey, after gaining his 
medical degree from the same establishment. After a year of 
national service at Gümüssuyu Military Hospital and two years 
at Van State Hospital, he returned to the University of Ankara 
Medical School to specialize in gastroenterology. Dr. Yurdaydin 
has worked for one year on hepatic encephalopathy at the 
University of Vienna, Austria and was a visiting fellow at the 
Liver Diseases Section of the National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, MD, between 1991 and 1993. Professor Yurdaydin 
left Ankara University on January 31, 2019 and is currently  
working in the Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
at Koç University Medical School in Istanbul. 
  
Professor Yurdaydin was an Editorial Board member of the Journal of Hepatology from 1995 
to 2000 and has been Editor-in-Chief of The Turkish Journal of Gastroenterology from 1999 
until December 2013. He was an Associate Editor for Liver International from 2010 to 2013 
and is currently on the Editorial Board of the UEG Journal and Hepatology International. 
Prof.Yurdaydin has published and has served as a reviewer in peer reviewed journals such as 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology, Journal of Hepatology, Lancet and The New England Journal 
of Medicine. He has published more than 150 articles and his papers have received more than 
6500 citations. He has served in the Scientific Committee of EASL between 2000 and 2003 and 
as Education Councillor from 2013 to 2015. He has also served the World Gastroenterology 
Organization at various positions and was the President of this organization between 2017 
and 2019. 
 


