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The Burden of Hepatitis B infection is highest in African Region

Source: WHO. Global progress report on HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections, 2021 (who.int)

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240027077


HepB-BD coverage within 24 hours of 
birth- African and Western Pacific Regions 

African Region
HepB-BD (2020): 6%

Western Pacific Region
HepB-BD (2020):  84%
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Impact of Hepatitis B Vaccination on 
number of Chronic HBV infection in 

the Western Pacific Region

Birth dose has single largest incremental impact on new chronic infections 
Africa lagging behind all other regions despite the high burden



A future of African children protected from HBV 
infection: Next Steps 

 Countries that have not introduced hepatitis B Birth dose vaccine (HepB-
BD)

 Countries that have introduced HepB-BD but have low coverage with 
timely HepB-BD

 Countries that have introduced HepB-BD and have good coverage

 All Countries and Technical Partners



Countries that have not introduced hepatitis B Birth 
dose vaccine (HepB-BD)

 Generate evidence as appropriate 
– Disease serosurveys and disease progression and mortality
– Economic/cost-benefit assessments
– Feasibility and acceptability of vaccination
– Compile data from credible international resources

 Support  NITAG policy development  
• Toolkit, access to data for evidence generation 
• Assistance with analysis and presentation 

 Build political support and commitment 
– Funding and mobilize community resources

 Raise awareness of the benefits of hepatitis B-BD among healthcare workers and 
public

 Support with Applications for Gavi support (when available) and vaccine introduction 



Countries that have introduced HepB-BD but have low 
coverage with timely HepB-BD

 Assess barriers to high coverage with timely HepB-BD 

– Identify strategies to address cultural challenges to timely HepB-BD

– Address barriers to health facility deliveries

 Ensure national and local policies enable Timely HepB-BD and revise as 
needed

 Support coordination between immunization and maternal and child health 
programs

– Integration of services benefits HepB-BD vaccination as well as  
maternal and child health (ANC, PNC, Vit K, BCG, OPV0)



Countries that have introduced HepB-BD but have low 
coverage with timely HepB-BD

 Vaccination training of healthcare workers particularly skilled birth 
attendants
– Emphasize the importance of timeliness of HepB-BD in disease prevention 

 Community Advocacy and awareness (generate demand for the HepB-BD)
– Education of pregnant women and their families
– Role of Civil Society 

 Improve timely HepB-BD coverage for hospital births (public and private)
– Train maternity staff in immunization
– Availability of HepB-BD in the delivery ward (vaccine stock management)
– Integrate HepB-BD with essential newborn care
– Availability of vaccine every day including weekends (Checklist to make 

sure the infant does not leave the hospital without HepB-BD)



Countries that have introduced HepB-BD but have low 
coverage with timely HepB-BD

 Create plans to reach home births
– Role of community volunteers in linking mothers to health facilities
– Include HepB-BD with delivery kits
– Use single dose vials
– Outreach vaccination plans during post natal care visits
– Evaluate use of HepB-BD outside the cold chain in the African context
– Assess the role of Uniject in areas that lack skilled HCWs

 Support improvement in data management
– Track hospital and home births
– Track timeliness of HepB-BD
– Coordination in reporting between MCH and EPI



Countries that have introduced HepB-BD and have 
good coverage

 Need to highlight and document success
– Establish a regional verification mechanism to show progress towards 

hepatitis B control and elimination
– Apply for global verification of elimination or path to elimination
– Use lessons learned for other countries



For all Countries and Technical partners 

 Continue building the community of practice to support HepB-BD 
vaccination in the African region 

 Maintain communication/collaboration between technical 
partners to maximize country support

 Build an Advocacy Network to generate high-level support for 
HepB-BD in Africa

“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.”
African Proverb



Useful References
Training Modules
http://www.who.int/entity/immunization/documents/HepB_BD_Traini
ng_Modules-ENGLISH.zip?ua=1
Formations en Français:
http://www.who.int/entity/immunization/documents/HepB_BD_Traini
ng_Modules-FRENCH.zip?ua=1
Main Document:
English: 9789241509831_eng.pdf;sequence=1 (who.int)
Français: Prévenir la transmission périnatale du virus de l’hépatite 
B: Guide pour l’introduction et le renforcement de la vaccination à 
la naissance contre l’hépatite B (who.int)

Hepatitis B vaccines WHO position paper: Hepatitis B vaccines: WHO position paper – July 2017 
– Vaccins anti-hépatite B: note de synthèse de l’OMS – juillet 2017
Practices to improve coverage of the hepatitis B birth dose vaccine
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/78616/WHO_IVB_12.11_eng.pdf;sequence=1

http://www.who.int/entity/immunization/documents/HepB_BD_Training_Modules-ENGLISH.zip?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/immunization/documents/HepB_BD_Training_Modules-FRENCH.zip?ua=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/208278/9789241509831_eng.pdf;sequence=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/250243
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/255873


For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.


