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Leaving no one behind: Research to uncover and address 
health disparities in hepatitis burden of disease and cure  

Program 
 
Opening remarks (15 minutes) 

Dr. Eliseo Perez-Stable, National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities  

Dr. Maureen M. Goodenow, Office of AIDS Research, National Institutes of Health 

Break the Silence: Using an Integrated Approach to Eliminating Hepatitis-Related Liver 
Disease Disparities Among Asian Americans (15 minutes) 

Dr. Grace Ma, Temple University  

Hepatitis C in HIV-infected men: a health disparities perspective (15 minutes) 

Dr. Yun-Chi Chen, Morgan State University 

Multi-level determinants of ethnic disparities in liver diseases in the United States (15 
minutes) 

Dr. V. Wendy Setiawan, University of Southern California 

Racial, ethnic and socioeconomic disparities in care for hepatitis C: What do we know and 
what do we need to learn? (15 minutes) 

Dr. Martin F. Shapiro, Weill Cornell Medical College 

Q/A and Panel Discussion (25 minutes) 
 
Discussants: 

 
Ada M. Wong, Chinese Community Partnership for Health (CCPH), New York 
Presbyterian/ Lower Manhattan Hospital 
 
Dr. Jorge Mera, Cherokee Nation Health Services 
 
Dr. Natasha Travis, Emory University and Grady Liver Clinic (Atlanta, Georgia) 
 

Closing (5 minutes) 



Bios 
Introduction 
 
Eliseo J. Pérez-Stable, MD 
Director, National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities, NIH 
 
Eliseo J. Pérez-Stable, M.D. is Director of the 
National Institutes of Health’s National Institute on 
Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD), 
which seeks to advance the science of minority 
health and health disparities research through 
research, training, research capacity development, 
public education, and information dissemination.  
Dr. Pérez-Stable practiced general internal 
medicine for 37 years at the University of California, 
San Francisco (UCSF) before moving to NIH in 
September 2015.  He was professor of medicine at 
UCSF and chief of the Division of General Internal 
Medicine for 17 years. His research interests include improving the health of racial and ethnic minorities 
and underserved populations, advancing patient-centered care, improving cross-cultural communication 
skills among clinicians, and promoting diversity in the biomedical research workforce. For more than 30 
years, Dr. Pérez-Stable led research on Latino smoking cessation and tobacco control policy in the United 
States and Latin America, addressing clinical and prevention issues in cancer screening, and mentoring 
over 70 minority investigators. He has published over 300 peer-reviewed articles and was elected to the 
National Academy of Medicine in 2001. 
  



Maureen M. Goodenow, PhD 
Director, Office of AIDS Research, NIH and Associate Director for AIDS Research, NIH  

 Dr. Goodenow is the Director of the Office of AIDS Research 
(OAR). She also holds the title of NIH Associate Director for 
AIDS Research. She received her Ph.D. in molecular genetics 
from the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York. 
Following a postdoctoral fellowship in molecular oncology at 
the Sloan Kettering Institute in New York, she was a visiting 
scientist at the Pasteur Institute in Paris, where she began her 
studies of HIV.  

Previously, Dr. Goodenow served as professor of pathology, 
immunology, and laboratory medicine at the University of 
Florida, Gainesville. From 2004 until her departure from the 
University, she held the Stephany W. Holloway University 
Endowed Chair for AIDS Research. She also was the Director 
of the Center for Research in Pediatric Immune Deficiency. 
She led a research program in molecular epidemiology, 
pathogenesis, and vaccines for HIV-1 and related viruses, 
including viruses that cause cancer. Dr. Goodenow has 
published over 100 articles and book chapters, and trained 
more than 25 doctoral and postdoctoral fellows.  

Dr. Goodenow has served NIH on multiple NIH advisory committees, including the AIDS Research 
Advisory Committee for the Division of AIDS at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
and an OAR planning committee for the Trans-NIH Plan for HIV-Related Research. She also advised a 
joint program between NIH and the U.S. Department of State to enhance research between U.S. and 
Russian scientists, and advised the Fogarty International Center on programs in India and Kazakhstan.  

Recently, Dr. Goodenow has played an important role in international AIDS efforts as the Acting Director 
of the Office for Research and Science within the U.S. Department of State, Office of the U.S. Global 
AIDS Coordinator and Office of Global Health Diplomacy. There she oversaw combination prevention 
trials funded by the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). She also served from 
2012-2013 as a senior science advisor and Jefferson Science Fellow in the Department of State Bureau of 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Office of Economic Policy. 
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Presenters 
 
Grace Ma, PhD 
Associate Dean for Health Disparities, Founding Director of Center for Asian Health, 
Laura H. Carnell Professor at Lewis Katz School of Medicine, Temple University 

Grace X. Ma, PhD is Associate Dean for Health Disparities, 
Founding Director of Center for Asian Health, Laura H. Carnell 
Professor at Lewis Katz School of Medicine, Temple University. 
Dr. Ma is a nationally recognized behavioral health scientist and 
pioneer in cancer and health disparities research. In 2000, she 
established Center for Asian Health (CAH), among nation’s first 
centers dedicated to reducing cancer and health disparities in 
underserved Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI). Over 
the past 20 years, Dr. Ma as Principal Investigator has directed 
4 cycles of NCI/NIH funded cancer health disparities research 
centers/networks of DC/MD, PA, NJ and NYC. Dr. Ma conducted 
a number of cluster randomized trials that demonstrated 
evidence-based culturally appropriate interventions to address 
multilevel risk factors and barriers to improving cancer 
screening/early detection, patient navigation (e.g. Hepatitis-
related liver, lung, colorectal, breast, and cervical cancers), 
access, adherence and quality of care in diverse AAPI 
populations. Dr. Ma currently Co-Chairs AA NHOPI Interest 
Group for NIH Community Engagement Alliance (CEAL) Against COVID-19 Disparities. 

 
  



V. Wendy Setiawan, PhD, MS 
Professor, University of Southern California 
 
Dr. V. Wendy Setiawan is Professor of Medicine and Preventive 
Medicine at University of Southern California. She is the 
Associate Director for Population Sciences in the USC Research 
Center for Liver Diseases and a Co-Leader of the Cancer 
Epidemiology Program in the Norris Comprehensive Cancer 
Center. Dr. Setiawan is a cancer epidemiologist focusing on 
understanding the determinants of ethnic differences in cancer 
incidence and mortality and identifying populations at highest 
risk because of genetic and biologic factors, environmental 
exposures, or a combination of both. Her research goal is to 
identify effective modalities for disease prevention for 
population at risk and ultimately reduce cancer health 
disparities. Her primary research interests include chronic liver 
disease and liver cancer. She is currently Principal Investigator of 
several active NCI- and NIMHD-funded R01s and co-investigator 
of multiple NIH grants. 
 
 

Yun-Chi Chen, DPhil 
Associate Professor, Morgan State University  
 
Dr. Yun-Chi Chen is Associate Professor of Biology at Morgan State 
University. He earned a DPhil in Virology and Immunology from Sir 
William Dunn School of Pathology, University of Oxford. He received 
his postdoc training in immunology at Johns Hopkins University 
School of Public Health. His team adopts interdisciplinary 
translational approaches to study health outcomes and disparities, 
pathogenesis, host responses, cellular and molecular regulations in 
viral diseases, including dengue, HIV, hepatitis C, and COVID-19. One 
branch of his team performs basic and experimental research, 
studying the roles for monocytes/macrophages as HIV reservoirs and 
in HIV-induced persistent innate immune activation in vitro and in 
vivo in HIV-infected patients. The other branch of his team conducts 
clinical and epidemiological studies using a large community-based 
cohort to study different aspects of HCV infection among people 
living with HIV. The goal is to demonstrate the feasibility of achieving 
HCV elimination among people living with HIV. A second study 
cohort, based on a multi-hospital healthcare system, has been used 
to study various aspects of COVID-19, including healthcare continuum and health disparities.  
  



 
Marin Shapiro, MD, PhD, MPH 
Professor, Weill Cornell Medical College and Professor Emeritus, UCLA 
 
Martin F. Shapiro is Professor of Medicine at Weill 
Cornell Medical College and Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus of Medicine and Public Health 
at UCLA. He obtained his undergraduate and 
medical degrees from McGill University then a 
Master's in Public health and Ph.D. in history from 
UCLA. He trained in internal medicine at McGill 
and UCLA, then joined the faculty at UCLA, where 
he served as division chief of General Internal 
Medicine and Health Services Research for 25 
years. His research has focused upon access to 
and disparities in care. He was principal 
investigator of the HIV Cost and Services 
Utilization Study which tracked diffusion of 
antiretroviral therapy in a national probability 
sample of people in care in the late 1990s. He is 
an elected member of the American Society for 
Clinical Investigation and of the Association of American Physicians, and a past president of the Society of 
General Internal Medicine. He currently is PI of a study of disparities in access to direct-acting antiviral 
therapy for hepatitis C. 

  



Discussants 
 
Ada M. Wong, RHIA 
Administrator and Manager, Chinese Community Partnership for Health (CCPH), 
New York Presbyterian/ Lower Manhattan Hospital 

The Chinese Community Partnership for Health (CCPH) 
is a not-for-profit program providing the Chinese 
population of New York City with health education, 
referrals, and outreach program. Ada is a passionate 
community leader with the ability to inspire individuals 
and share her passion to serve others. Having worked 
with and served underserved New York Chinese 
community for many years, Ada has made positive 
change in communities through advocacy, trust 
building, education, outreach services. Ada and her 
team provided services to over 4000 community 
members each year through health education, health 
promotion and disease prevention screenings, follow-up of at-risk individuals and case management. Ada 
and her team collaborated with Temple University/Fox Chase Cancer Center and Hunter College Regional 
Comprehensive Cancer Health Disparities Partnership and provided community hepatitis B and C 
prevention education program community before and during COVID-19 pandemic. Ada also serves various 
committees and boards to address health disparities faced by underserved Asian American communities.  

 
Natasha Travis, MD 
Assistant Professor, Emory University School of Medicine 
 
Natasha Travis, MD, is an Assistant Professor of Medicine at Emory 
University School of Medicine and has hospital staff privileges at Grady 
Memorial Hospital and Emory University Hospit al Midtown in Atlanta. 
Dr. Travis earned her medical degree from Rush University College of 
Medicine in 2002.   Dr. Travis completed a Fellowship in Primary Care 
Research at the Medical College of Wisconsin and is a Class of 2012 HIV 
Medical Association (HIVMA) Minority Clinical Fellow.  After her 
residency in Internal Medicine in Milwaukee, she joined the faculty at 
the Medical College of Wisconsin where she worked for six years before 
joining the faculty at Emory University.  Dr. Travis serves as a member 
of the Grady Liver Clinic faculty and is a supervising physician in the 
Grady Primary Care Center Clinics. Dr. Travis also has a direct care 
primary care practice at Emory University Hospital Midtown. 
 
 



 
Jorge Mera, MD 
Director of Infectious Diseases, Cherokee Nation Health Services 

Dr. Jorge Mera is the Director of Infectious Diseases for 
Cherokee Nation Health Services (CNHS), the largest tribally 
operated health care system in the United States. He 
completed his fellowship in Infectious Diseases and Clinical 
Microbiology at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, 
Texas and is Board Certified by the American Board of 
Internal Medicine (ABIM) in Infectious Diseases. During 
recent years Jorge’s efforts have been dedicated to 
organizing the Cherokee Nation HCV elimination program, 
as well as the HIV/HCV ECHO project. He is also the Director 
of the HIV clinic since 2012 and the Principal Investigator of 
the End the HIV Epidemic for the CNHS. He is a Clinical 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Internal Medicine 
of the Oklahoma State University Health Science Center and 
a Fellow of the American College of Physicians. 

  



Moderators 
 
Rina Das, PhD 
Program Director, Division of Integrative Biological and Behavioral Sciences, National 
Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD), NIH 

Dr. Rina Das is a Scientific Program Director at NIMHD in the 
Division of Integrative Biological and Behavioral Sciences. She 
focuses on promoting research to understand an d address the 
various factors that play a role in health disparities in different 
underserved populations. She lends her expertise to a wide array 
of NIMHD programs that seek to improve minority health and 
health disparities, including translational sciences, cancer health 
disparities, research on the intersection of biological and social 
sciences, social epigenomics, sleep health disparities, community-
based interventions and immigrant health. At NIMHD she initiated 
the program to improve our understanding of the risk factors for 
liver disease and cancer disparities among US populations that 
experience health disparities. Prior to joining NIMHD, Dr. Das 
served as a Program Director at the Center to Reduce Cancer 
Health Disparities at the National Cancer Institute. She managed 
programs on cancer health disparities research that focused on 
community-based interventions among various racial/ethnic 
minority populations, and the role of biological factors in cancer 
disparities. Dr. Das also served as a Scientific Review Officer (SRO) 
at the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute.  

  



John W. Ward, MD 
Director, Coalition for Global Hepatitis Elimination, Task Force for Global Health 
 

Dr. John W. Ward created and directs the Coalition for Global 
Hepatitis Elimination of the Task Force for Global Health. 
Modelled after other Task Force programs to eliminate disease, 
the Coalition is a community of practice strengthening the 
capacity of national and sub-national hepatitis elimination 
programs through funding, advocacy, technical assistance, 
operational research and monitoring progress toward hepatitis 
elimination in >190 countries. Globally, Dr. Ward is an advisor to 
African Union Hepatitis Technical Working Group, and WHO 
including the PAHO technical advisory committee on disease 
elimination and the WPRO Hepatitis B Expert Resource Panel. Dr. 
Ward chairs the AASLD Task Force for Hepatitis Elimination. Over 
a 13-year tenure, Dr. Ward directed the US CDC Division of Viral 
Hepatitis with responsibilities for viral hepatitis surveillance, 
prevention, and research. At the national level, Dr. Ward 
developed recommendations for hepatitis A and hepatitis B 
vaccination, hepatitis B and hepatitis C screening, authored the 
first action plan for viral hepatitis prevention. Dr. Ward initiated 
the US Academies of Sciences recommendations for viral hepatitis elimination and guided the launch of 
pioneer HCV elimination programs. Earlier Dr. Ward was Editor of the CDC MMWR and assisted in the CDC 
response to large outbreaks including SARS and the anthrax attacks after 9/11. As a medical 
epidemiologist in the CDC HIV/AIDS program, Dr. Ward identified new routes of HIV transmission, 
evaluated the first HIV tests to protect the nation’s blood supply and led national HIV/AIDS surveillance. 
Dr. Ward has authored over 150 publications of scientific work in viral hepatitis and HIV and edited Silent 
Victories, a history of public health in the 20th Century published by Oxford University Press. Dr. Ward 
received his medical training at the University of Alabama at Birmingham and University of Washington, 
Seattle. Dr. Ward is a Professor in the Hubert Department of Global Health, Rollins School of Public Health, 
Emory University, Atlanta.  
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