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Collaborative research on hepatitis C 
identification among persons who inject 

drugs 
 
 

3:00-3:05 Call to Order 
Welcome/Introductions 

John Ward, CGHE 
Wilson Compton, NIDA 

3:05-3:15 Opening remarks from NIDA Director Nora Volkow, NIDA 
3:15-3:35 Research presentation 1 

“The Kentucky Viral Hepatitis Treatment Study 
(KeY Treat)” 

Jennifer Havens, University 
of Kentucky 

3:35-3:55 Research presentation 2 
“HCV in Louisiana Corrections:  A Model for 
National Elimination" 

Risha Irvin, John Hopkins 
University 

3:55-4:15 Research presentation 3 
“HIV, HCV and Related Comorbidities in Rural 
Communities Affected by Opioid Injection Drug 
Epidemics in the United States: Building Systems 
for Prevention, Treatment and Control” 

Todd M. Allen, Harvard 
Medical School, Ragon 
Institute of MGH, MIT and 
Harvard, Massachusetts 
General Hospital 

4:15-4:25 Comments from discussants 
• Kim Page, University of New Mexico (3 

minutes) 
• Alain Litwin, Prisma Health (3 minutes) 
• Michelle Mathis, Olive Branch Ministryin 

Central NC (3 minutes) 

 

4:25-4:30 Closing John Ward, CGHE 
Wilson Compton, NIDA 

4:30-4:45 Continued Discussion if interest  
 
 
 
 
 



Nora D. Volkow, MD 
Director, National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), NIH  
 

Nora D. Volkow, M.D., is Director of the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse (NIDA) at the National Institutes of Health. NIDA supports most 
of the world’s research on the health aspects of drug use and 
addiction. 

Dr. Volkow’s work has been instrumental in demonstrating that drug 
addiction is a disease of the human brain. As a research psychiatrist 
and scientist, Dr. Volkow pioneered the use of brain imaging to 
investigate the toxic and addictive properties of abusable drugs. Her 
studies have documented changes in the dopamine system affecting, 
among others, the functions of frontal brain regions involved with 
motivation and self-regulation in addiction. She has also made 
important contributions to the neurobiology of obesity, ADHD, and 
aging and to the imaging field.  

Dr. Volkow was born in Mexico, attended the Modern American 
School, and earned her medical degree from the National University of Mexico in Mexico City, where she 
received the Robins award for best medical student of her generation. Her psychiatric residency was at 
New York University, where she earned the Laughlin Fellowship Award as one of the 10 Outstanding 
Psychiatric Residents in the USA. 

Most of her professional career was spent at the Department of Energy’s Brookhaven National Laboratory 
(BNL) in Upton, New York, where she held several leadership positions including Director of Nuclear 
Medicine, Chairman of the Medical Department, and Associate Director for Life Sciences. Dr. Volkow was 
also Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Associate Dean of the Medical School at the State 
University of New York (SUNY)-Stony Brook. 

Dr. Volkow has published more than 780 peer-reviewed articles, written more than 100 book chapters 
and non-peer-reviewed manuscripts, and co-edited the Neuroscience for the 21th Century Encyclopedia 
and edited four books on neuroimaging for mental and addictive disorders. 

She has been the recipient of multiple awards. She received a Nathan Davis Award for Outstanding 
Government Service, was a Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medal (Sammies) finalist and was 
inducted into the Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (CHADD) Hall of Fame. 
She was elected to membership in the Institute of Medicine in the National Academy of Sciences and into 
the Association of American Physicians, received the International Prize from the French Institute of 
Health and Medical Research for her pioneering work in brain imaging and addiction science, and was 
awarded the Carnegie Prize in Mind and Brain Sciences from Carnegie Mellon University. She has been 
named one of Time magazine’s “Top 100 People Who Shape Our World”; “One of the 20 People to Watch” 
by Newsweek magazine; Washingtonian magazine’s “100 Most Powerful Women” in 2015, 2017, and 
2019; “Innovator of the Year” by U.S. News & World Report; and one of “34 Leaders Who Are Changing 
Health Care” by Fortune magazine. Dr. Volkow was the subject of a 2012 profile piece by CBS’s 60 
Minutes(link is external) and was a featured speaker at TEDMED 2014. 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/hooked-why-bad-habits-are-hard-to-break/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/hooked-why-bad-habits-are-hard-to-break/
http://www.tedmed.com/talks/show?id=309096


Jennifer Havens, PhD, MPH 
Professor, University of Kentucky School of Medicine 
 
Jennifer Havens is a professor of behavioral science in the 
University of Kentucky College of Medicine. She is an 
epidemiologist with an appointment in the Center on Drug and 
Alcohol Research (CDAR). Her primary research interests 
include the epidemiology of prescription opioid abuse in rural 
Appalachia, the comorbidity of substance and mental disorders, 
and HIV and other infectious complications of drug use. Havens 
received a R01 from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to 
conduct a large-scale hepatitis C treatment study in Perry 
County, Kentucky. The Kentucky Viral Hepatitis Treatment 
Project, or KeY Treat, is funded collaboratively through the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) and the National 
Cancer Institute (NCI), along with a sizable drug donation from 
Gilead Sciences, Inc. The overarching goal of KeY Treat is to 
eliminate hepatitis C in Perry County and serve as a model of 
care for rural areas facing a similar syndemic of opioid abuse 
and hepatitis C. Havens is also the Principal Investigator on an 
R01, “Effect of Structural Interventions on Substance Use and 
HIV/HCV Risk among Rural PWUD,” funded through 2021. 
 
 
  



Risha Irvin, MD, MPH 
Assistant Professor, John Hopkins School of Medicine  
 
Dr. Risha Irvin is an assistant professor at Johns Hopkins School of 
Medicine in the Division of Infectious Diseases where she focuses her 
clinical care, research, and community engagement projects on 
improving the health of vulnerable populations impacted by HIV 
and/or hepatitis C virus (HCV).  Dr. Irvin obtained her bachelor’s degree 
in biology from Spelman College and her medical degree and master’s 
in public health from Harvard Medical School/Harvard School of Public 
Health. Dr. Irvin completed her residency training in internal medicine 
at the University of California San Francisco.  She has served as an HIV 
Prevention Trials Network Scholar and a Presidential Leadership 
Scholar.  Dr. Irvin also received the Herbert W. Nickens Faculty 
Fellowhip from the Association of American Medical Colleges.  At Johns 
Hopkins, she is Associate Vice Chair for Diversity and Inclusion for the 
Department of Medicine and she is Director of the Baltimore HIV 
Collaboratory for the Center for AIDS Research where she leads 
pipeline programs.  Additionally, Dr. Irvin has been working with the 
COVID-19 Prevention Trials Network on community engagement both 
locally and nationally and serves on the COVID-19 Vaccine Health 
Equity Group at Johns Hopkins Medicine.   
 

  



Todd M. Allen, PhD 
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and 
Harvard 
 
Dr. Todd Allen is a Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical 
School and faculty at the Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and 
Harvard. He received his bachelor’s degree in Biochemistry 
at the University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada and his Ph.D. 
in Cellular & Molecular Biology from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1999, focused on characterizing cellular 
immune responses to SIV in the rhesus macaque model. In 
2001 he joined the Ragon Institute (then the Partners AIDS 
Research Center) and was appointed to Professor of 
Medicine at Harvard Medical School in 2014. His laboratory 
is focused on understanding the immunological and 
virological factors influencing the tra nsmission and immune 
control of highly variable pathogens, including HIV and HCV, 
and exploiting these findings to generate effective vaccine 
immunogens. Currently his laboratory is applying next 
generation sequencing technologies to characterize the 
boundaries by which HIV and HCV transmission and 
evolution is restricted and influenced by host anti-viral responses. More recently, Dr. Allen’s laboratory 
has been interested in the development of improved humanized mouse models for engrafted with human 
hematopoietic stem cells. These mice accurately recapitulate human T cell immunity to HIV and are being 
utilized to explore the potential of contemporary gene-editing and CAR-T cell approaches to eradicate the 
HIV reservoir.  

  



Alain Litwin, MD 
Professor, Clemson University School of Health Research and Vice Chair for Academics 
and Research, Prisma Health-Upstate 
 
Dr. Alain Litwin is Vice Chair of Academics and 
Research and Professor of Medicine at Prisma Health, 
University of South Carolina School of Medicine – 
Greenville, and Clemson University School of Health 
Research where he leads the Addiction Research 
Center (ARC) and the Prisma Health Opioid 
Council.  Dr. Litwin is board certified in internal 
medicine and addiction medicine, and has been 
providing medical care to people who use drugs with 
complex social, psychiatric and medical needs within 
integrated primary care and substance use treatment 
programs since 2000. Dr. Litwin’s research is focused 
on developing and studying models of addiction and 
medical care for people who inject drugs (PWID), and 
on advocating for increasing access to effective HIV 
and HCV care for all people who inject drugs and other 
marginalized populations. 
 
 
  



Kim Page, PhD, MPH 
Professor, Epidemiologist, Biostatistics, and Preventative Medicine, University of New 
Mexico Health Sciences Center 
 

Dr. Kimberly Page, Ph.D., MPH is an 
infectious disease epidemiologist with 
significant experience conducting 
prospective cohort studies, clinical 
trials and implementation science 
research. She is a Professor of 
Epidemiology, Biostatistics and 
Preventive Medicine, in the 
Department of Internal Medicine at 
the University of New Mexico Health 
Sciences Center. She received her 
Ph.D. from University of California at 
Berkeley, and was a faculty member 
at University of California San 
Francisco for twenty years before relocating home to New Mexico. Dr. Page’s leads the NIDA Southwest 
Clinical Trials Network Node based at the University of New Mexico, The Southwest CTN Node aims to 
advance NIDA’s goals of expanding and research and infrastructure to conduct rapid, multi-site studies of 
promising science-based therapies and the subsequent delivery of these treatments to patients with 
substance use disorders in a variety of treatment settings. Dr. Page hopes to expand opportunities 
throughout the region to participate in the Southwest CTN Node so as to prevent, deliver and improve 
health for people at risk of and with substance use disorders.  

  



Michelle Mathis 
Executive Director, Olive Branch Ministry 
 
Rev. Michelle Mathis is Executive Director of Olive Branch 
Ministry, a faith-based harm reduction agency serving the NC 
Foothills/Piedmont region. She oversees a Tri-County 
Overdose Response Team, and Points of HOPE, a justice-
centered education and syringe services program that 
includes low barrier/low threshold suboxone and HepC 
treatment. Michelle is Board President of the NC Harm 
Reduction Coalition and serves in the National Faith in Harm 
Reduction Movement. She believes that honoring an 
individual’s journey, with compassion and love, is the key to a 
successful connection. While her faith is the motivation 
behind her work, extending hope and extending life is her 
mission.  



John W. Ward, MD 
Director, Coalition for Global Hepatitis Elimination, Task Force for Global Health 
 

Dr. John W. Ward created and directs the Coalition for Global 
Hepatitis Elimination of the Task Force for Global Health. 
Modelled after other Task Force programs to eliminate disease, 
the Coalition is a community of practice strengthening the 
capacity of national and sub-national hepatitis elimination 
programs through funding, advocacy, technical assistance, 
operational research and monitoring progress toward hepatitis 
elimination in >190 countries. Globally, Dr. Ward is an advisor to 
African Union Hepatitis Technical Working Group, and WHO 
including the PAHO technical advisory committee on disease 
elimination and the WPRO Hepatitis B Expert Resource Panel. 
Dr. Ward chairs the AASLD Task Force for Hepatitis Elimination. 
Over a 13-year tenure, Dr. Ward directed the US CDC Division of 
Viral Hepatitis with responsibilities for viral hepatitis 
surveillance, prevention, and research. At the national level, Dr. 
Ward developed recommendations for hepatitis A and hepatitis 
B vaccination, hepatitis B and hepatitis C screening, authored 
the first action plan for viral hepatitis prevention. Dr. Ward 
initiated the US Academies of Sciences recommendations for viral hepatitis elimination and guided the 
launch of pioneer HCV elimination programs. Earlier Dr. Ward was Editor of the CDC MMWR and 
assisted in the CDC response to large outbreaks including SARS and the anthrax attacks after 9/11. As a 
medical epidemiologist in the CDC HIV/AIDS program, Dr. Ward identified new routes of HIV 
transmission, evaluated the first HIV tests to protect the nation’s blood supply and led national HIV/AIDS 
surveillance. Dr. Ward has authored over 150 publications of scientific work in viral hepatitis and HIV 
and edited Silent Victories, a history of public health in the 20th Century published by Oxford University 
Press. Dr. Ward received his medical training at the University of Alabama at Birmingham and University 
of Washington, Seattle. Dr. Ward is a Professor in the Hubert Department of Global Health, Rollins 
School of Public Health, Emory University, Atlanta. 



Wilson M. Compton, MD, MPE 
Deputy Director, National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), NIH 

Dr. Wilson M. Compton serves as the Deputy Director of the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) of the National Institutes of 
Health.  NIDA supports most of the world’s research on the health 
aspects of drug abuse and addiction related to preventing drug 
abuse, treating addiction and addressing the serious health 
consequences of drug abuse, including related HIV/AIDS and other 
health conditions. In his current role, Dr. Compton’s responsibilities 
include working with the Director to provide scientific leadership in 
the development, implementation, and management of NIDA’s 
research portfolio in order to improve the prevention and 
treatment of drug abuse and addiction. 

Prior to his current appointment, Dr. Compton served as the 
Director of NIDA’s Division of Epidemiology, Services and 
Prevention Research from 2002 until 2013. In this leadership role, he oversaw the scientific direction of a 
complex public health research program of national and international scope addressing: 1) the extent and 
spread of drugs of abuse, 2) how to prevent drug abuse, and 3) how to implement drug abuse prevention 
and treatment services as effectively as possible.  Of note, since 2010 he has led the development of the 
Population Assessment of Tobacco and Health study (PATH), a large scale longitudinal population study 
with 45,971 baseline participants ages 12 and older. Jointly sponsored by NIDA and the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA), PATH includes prospective data collection using both surveys and biological 
assessments to inform the development of tobacco regulations in the United States.  

Before joining NIDA, Dr. Compton was a tenured faculty member in the Department of Psychiatry and 
Director of the Master in Psychiatric Epidemiology Program at Washington University in Saint Louis, as 
well as Medical Director of Addiction Services at the Barnes-Jewish Hospital in Saint Louis.  Dr. Compton 
received his undergraduate education from Amherst College. He attended medical school and completed 
his residency training in psychiatry at Washington University.   

During his career, Dr. Compton has achieved multiple scientific accomplishments: he was selected to serve 
as a member of the DSM-5 Revision Task Force; is the author of more than 200 publications including 
widely-cited papers drawing attention to the opioid crisis in the U.S.; and is an invited speaker at multiple 
high-impact venues, including multiple presentations to federal judges in presentations sponsored by the 
Federal Judicial Center.  These judicial presentations have focused on how the science of addiction may 
improve policy and practices related to persons with addiction within the criminal justice system. Dr. 
Compton is a member of numerous professional organizations, including the Alpha Omega Alpha medical 
education honor society. Dr. Compton is also the recipient of multiple awards, including the Senior Scholar 
Health Services Research Award from the American Psychiatric Association in 2008 and the Paul Hoch 
Award from the American Psychopathological Association in 2010. The FDA selected him to receive the 
Leveraging Collaboration Award in both 2012 and 2013 as well as a cross-cutting award in 2017. In 2018, 
Dr. Compton received the James W. West award from the National Association of Addiction Treatment 
Providers. Dr. Compton also received the Health and Human Services Secretary’s Awards for Meritorious 
Service in 2013 and Distinguished Service in 2015, 2018 and 2019. 
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