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1. Welcome and introduction to the series – Doug Lowy and John W Ward 

‒ Call to order – John W. Ward  

‒ Opening remarks- Doug Lowy, Principal Deputy Director, NCI/NIH 

2. The contributions of NIH research to hepatitis elimination - Nobel Laureate Harvey 

Alter  

3. Global hepatitis burden- John W. Ward  

4. Burden of hepatitis in the United States- Carolyn Wester  

5. Viral Hepatitis National Strategic Plan for the United States: A Roadmap to Elimination 

2021-2025  - Judith Steinberg,  Jessica Deerin  

6. CDC and NIH perspectives on research priorities to advance progress toward hepatitis 

elimination 

 CDC- Carolyn Wester  

 NIDDK- Jake Liang 

 NIDA- Wilson Compton 

 NIMHD- Rina Das 

 NIAID-Rajen Koshy 

 NCI- Betsy Read-Connole 

 

7. Introduce upcoming webinars- John W. Ward  

8.  Adjourn    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hhs.gov/hepatitis/viral-hepatitis-national-strategic-plan/national-viral-hepatitis-action-plan-overview/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/hepatitis/viral-hepatitis-national-strategic-plan/national-viral-hepatitis-action-plan-overview/index.html


Douglas R. Lowy, MD 
Principal Deputy Director, National Cancer Institute, NIH 

 
Douglas R. Lowy, M.D., has been the National 

Cancer Institute’s (NCI) principal deputy 

director since July 2010, helping to lead NCI’s 

key scientific initiatives. He also served as 

acting director between April 2015 and 

October 2017 and between April 2019 and 

October 2019. Dr. Lowy received his medical 

degree from New York University School of 

Medicine and trained in internal medicine at 

Stanford University and dermatology at Yale 

University. 

His research interests include the biology of 

papillomaviruses and the regulation of normal 

and neoplastic cell growth. The papillomavirus research is carried out in close collaboration with Dr. John 

Schiller, with whom he has coauthored more than 150 papers over the past 30 years. In the 1980s, Drs. 

Lowy and Schiller studied the genetic organization of papillomaviruses and identified the oncogenes 

encoded by the virus. More recently, they have worked on papillomavirus vaccines and the papillomavirus 

life cycle. Their laboratory was involved in the initial development, characterization, and clinical testing of 

the preventive virus-like particle-based HPV vaccines that are now used in three FDA-approved HPV 

vaccines. Dr. Lowy’s growth regulation research includes prior studies that established the importance of 

the RAS gene family in cancer and the main mechanisms by which the NF1 tumor suppressor gene 

regulates normal cell growth. His growth regulation research is now focused primarily on the DLC family 

of tumor suppressor genes and their mechanism of action. 

In addition to serving as NCI principal deputy director, Dr. Lowy is chief of the Laboratory of Cellular 

Oncology in NCI’s Center for Cancer Research. He is a member of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) 

and a member of the Institute of Medicine of the NAS. 

Dr. Lowy, along with Dr. Schiller, received the Federal Employee of the Year Service to America Medal 

from the Partnership for Public Service in 2007, and the Sabin Gold Medal AwardExit Disclaimer from the 

Sabin Vaccine Institute in 2011. In November 2014, they were honored by President Obama with 

the National Medal of Technology and Innovation. In September 2017, the two received the Lasker-

DeBakey Clinical Medical Research Award, the country’s most prestigious honor for biomedical research, 

for their significant research leading to the development of HPV vaccines. They were also recognized for 

their contributions toward the development of HPV vaccines with the 2018 Szent-Györgyi Prize for 

Progress in Cancer Research. Dr. Lowy received the 2019 Association of American Cancer Institutes' 

Distinguished Scientist Award in recognition of his long-term research on the molecular biology of tumor 

viruses and growth regulation, his role in enabling the development of HPV vaccines, and his exploration 

of oncogenes and tumor suppressor genes and their signaling pathways. His most recent honor is the 2020 

American Association for Cancer Research Distinguished Public Service Award in recognition of his 

outstanding leadership of NCI during his terms as acting director. 

https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/infectious-agents/hpv-vaccine-fact-sheet
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/causes-prevention/risk/infectious-agents/hpv-vaccine-fact-sheet
https://ccr.cancer.gov/Laboratory-of-Cellular-Oncology/douglas-r-lowy
https://ccr.cancer.gov/Laboratory-of-Cellular-Oncology/douglas-r-lowy
https://www.sabin.org/sites/sabin.org/files/2011albertbsabingoldmedalawardprogram.pdf
https://www.sabin.org/sites/sabin.org/files/2011albertbsabingoldmedalawardprogram.pdf
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2014/nationalmedaltechnologylowyschiller
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2017/lowy-schiller-lasker-award
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2017/lowy-schiller-lasker-award
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2018/lowy-schiller-szent-gyorgyi-prize
https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/press-releases/2018/lowy-schiller-szent-gyorgyi-prize
https://www.aaci-cancer.org/News-AACI-to-Honor-Lowy-With-Distinguished-Scientist-Award
https://www.aaci-cancer.org/News-AACI-to-Honor-Lowy-With-Distinguished-Scientist-Award
https://www.aacr.org/governance/douglas-r-lowy/
https://www.aacr.org/governance/douglas-r-lowy/


Harvey J. Alter, MD 
Scientist Emeritus, Clinical Center, NIH 
 
Dr. Alter earned his medical degree at the University 
of Rochester Medical School, and trained in internal 
medicine at Strong Memorial Hospital and at the 
University Hospitals of Seattle. In 1961, he came to 
the National Institutes of Health as a clinical 
associate. He then spent several years with 
Georgetown University, returning to NIH in 1969 to 
join the Clinical Center's Department of Transfusion 
Medicine as a senior investigator, becoming Chief of 
the Clinical Studies and Associate Director of 
Research in the Department of Transfusion Medicine 
at the NIH Clinical Center. In 2000, Alter was awarded 
the prestigious Clinical Lasker Award. In 2002, he 
became the first Clinical Center scientist elected to 
the National Academy of Sciences (NAS), and in that 
same year he was elected to the Institute of 
Medicine. Only a small number of scientists 
nationally are elected to both of these scientific 
societies. 
 
Dr. Alter co-discovered the Australia antigen, a key to detecting hepatitis B virus. Later, he spearheaded a 
project at the Clinical Center that created a storehouse of blood samples used to uncover the causes and 
reduce the risk of transfusion-associated hepatitis. He was principal investigator on studies that identified 
non-A, non-B hepatitis, now called hepatitis C. His work was instrumental in providing the scientific basis 
for instituting blood donor screening programs that have decreased the incidence of transfusion-
transmitted hepatitis to near zero. In 2013 he received the Canada Gairdner International Award, given 
to a scientist whose advances have had, or will potentially have, a significant impact on health outcomes 
in the developing world. Alter continues to study the infectious risks of blood transfusion, but now focuses 
on agents other than hepatitis viruses. In addition, he continues to study the natural history and outcomes 
of hepatitis C virus infection. 
 
Dr. Alter has won the 2020 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for his contributions to the discovery of 
the hepatitis C virus. Dr. Alter is a Senior Scholar at the NIH Clinical Center's Department of Transfusion 
Medicine and shares the award with Michael Houghton, Ph.D., University of Alberta, Canada, and Charles 
M. Rice, Ph.D., Rockefeller University, New York City. 
  

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-intramural-researcher-dr-harvey-alter-wins-2020-nobel-prize-physiology-or-medicine


John W. Ward, MD 
Director, Coalition for Global Hepatitis Elimination, Task Force for Global Healt h 
 

Dr. John W. Ward created and directs the Coalition for Global 

Hepatitis Elimination of the Task Force for Global Health. 

Modelled after other Task Force programs to eliminate disease, 

the Coalition is a community of practice strengthening the 

capacity of national and sub-national hepatitis elimination 

programs through funding, advocacy, technical assistance, 

operational research and monitoring progress toward hepatitis 

elimination in >190 countries. Globally, Dr. Ward is an advisor to 

African Union Hepatitis Technical Working Group, and WHO 

including the PAHO technical advisory committee on disease 

elimination and the WPRO Hepatitis B Expert Resource Panel. Dr. 

Ward chairs the AASLD Task Force for Hepatitis Elimination. Over 

a 13-year tenure, Dr. Ward directed the US CDC Division of Viral 

Hepatitis with responsibilities for viral hepatitis surveillance, 

prevention, and research. At the national level, Dr. Ward 

developed recommendations for hepatitis A and hepatitis B 

vaccination, hepatitis B and hepatitis C screening, authored the 

first action plan for viral hepatitis prevention. Dr Ward initiated 

the US Academies of Sciences recommendations for viral hepatitis elimination and guided the launch of 

pioneer HCV elimination programs. Earlier Dr. Ward was Editor of the CDC MMWR and assisted in the CDC 

response to large outbreaks including SARS and the anthrax attacks after 9/11. As a medical 

epidemiologist in the CDC HIV/AIDS program, Dr. Ward identified new routes of HIV transmission, 

evaluated the first HIV tests to protect the nation’s blood supply and led national HIV/AIDS surveillance. 

Dr. Ward has authored over 150 publications of scientific work in viral hepatitis and HIV and edited Silent 

Victories, a history of public health in the 20th Century published by Oxford University Press. Dr. Ward 

received his medical training at the University of Alabama at Birmingham and University of Washington, 

Seattle. Dr. Ward is a Professor in the Hubert Department of Global Health, Rollins School of Public Health, 

Emory University, Atlanta.   



Carolyn Wester, MD, MPH 
Director, Director of the Division of Viral Hepatitis (DVH), National Center for 
HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention, U.S. CDC 

Prior to joining DVH, Dr. Wester served as the Medical 
Director for HIV, STDs, and Viral Hepatitis at the 
Tennessee Department of Health (TDH), a position she 
has held since 2008.During her tenure at TDH, Dr. Wester 
led the daily operations for the TDH section tasked with 
the prevention and control of HIV, STDs, and viral 
hepatitis throughout Tennessee. Under her leadership, 
this section successfully expanded partnerships and 
executed cross-program strategic plans. In particular, Dr. 
Wester launched and expanded the Viral Hepatitis 
program, integrating it with the HIV/STD section; 
doubled funding and tripled staff levels; expanded viral 
hepatitis surveillance, testing, prevention and treatment 
capacity across the state; and established an HIV/HCV 
outbreak response plan. Prior to this role, she held 
positions as a Research Associate at the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health, the Director of 
Urogynecology and Pelvic Reconstructive Surgery 
section at Cook County Hospital in Chicago, and an 
attending physician at the Rush Center for Women’s Medicine, Chicago. 

Dr. Wester has conducted research, serving as the principal investigator or co-investigator of several NIH-
funded research studies in Botswana, including a prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV study, 
the country’s first randomized controlled trial. She has authored or co-authored a myriad of articles and 
given numerous presentations on HIV, viral hepatitis, STDs, and TB and on such topics as syringe services, 
women’s and minority health, and opioids. She received her Medical Degree from Dartmouth Geisel 
School of Medicine, and a Master of Public Health, Qualitative Methods, from Harvard’s T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health. She holds an adjunct faculty appointment in the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Department of Medicine. 
  



Judith Steinberg, MD, MPH 
Chief Medical Officer (CMO), Office of Infectious 

Disease and HIV/AIDS Policy (OIDP), Office of 

the Assistant Secretary for Health U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services 

 
Judith Steinberg is the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) of the 

Department of Health and Human Services Office of 

Infectious Disease and HIV/AIDS Policy (OIDP).  This Office, 

which is part of the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 

Health, coordinates the Ending the HIV Epidemic: A Plan for 

America initiative and the development and 

implementation of our national strategic plans for HIV, viral 

hepatitis, sexually transmitted infections and vaccines.  As 

the CMO, Dr. Steinberg serves as a senior subject matter 

expert and steers and oversees the clinical focus and 

content of the broad infectious disease portfolio of the Office.   

Prior to joining the OIDP, Dr. Steinberg was the CMO of the Bureau of Primary Health Care (BPHC), part of 

the Health Resources and Services Administration, which funds and administers the health center 

program. Dr. Steinberg was an associate professor of medicine at the University of Massachusetts (UMass) 

Medical School and an assistant professor of medicine at Boston University School of Medicine. She has 

more than 25 years of experience in primary care and infectious disease, including caring for patients at 

community health centers and safety net hospitals in Massachusetts.   

Dr. Steinberg earned her medical degree from the University of Texas, and completed a residency in 

internal medicine at Beth Israel Hospital in Boston, as well as an infectious disease fellowship at Beth 

Israel/Brigham and Women’s Hospitals in Boston. She was a Commonwealth Fund/Harvard University 

fellow in minority health policy and received a master’s degree in public health from Harvard University. 

  



Jessica Deerin, PhD, MPH 

Epidemiologist, Office of Infectious Disease and HIV/AIDS Policy (OIDP), Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

 

Jessica Fung Deerin, PhD, MPH, is an epidemiologist at the 
Office of Infectious Disease and HIV/AIDS Policy (OIDP), in 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 
Ms. Deerin’s role includes development of the Viral Hepatitis 
National Strategic Plan and coordinating viral hepatitis 
activities across the federal government.   
 
Ms. Deerin has been an epidemiologist in local, state, 
federal, and global levels of public health. She was a Florida 
Epidemic Intelligence Service Fellow in Orange County, 
Florida where she responded to infectious disease 
outbreaks, but also focused on investigating chronic 
hepatitis B cases. She was a regional epidemiologist and 
epidemiology manager in Health Service Region 8 in San 
Antonio, Texas, conducting communicable case and 
outbreak investigations and surveillance. She worked in Sub-
Saharan Africa conducting typhoid fever surveillance to 
understand the disease burden with the International 
Vaccine Institute and analyzed global infectious disease 
trends with the Department of Defense. Her PhD research 
focused on hepatitis B birth dose and vaccination completion 
in the Military Health System. 
 

  



T. Jake Liang, MD 
Chief of Liver Diseases Branch and Deputy Director of Translational Research, National 

Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK), NIH 

 
T. Jake Liang, M.D. is currently the Chief of Liver Diseases 

Branch and Deputy Director of Translational Research, 

NIDDK, NIH. He graduated from Harvard College and 

received his MD degree from Harvard Medical School. He 

completed his internal medicine residency at the New 

York University/Bellevue Hospital Center, and a 

fellowship in gastroenterology and hepatology at 

Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical 

School, where he was an Assistant Professor of Medicine 

from 1990-1996. Dr. Liang is an internationally renowned 

and dominant thought leader in the field of viral hepatitis 

and liver diseases with diverse scientific expertise and 

editorial experience in virology, immunology, cell 

biology, therapeutics, regenerative medicine and 

genetics/genomics. He has made groundbreaking 

discoveries critical to understanding hepatitis C virus 

pathogenesis and treatment and to developing a novel 

approach to HCV vaccination. He has published over 300 

scientific papers with many of them in high-impact 

journals including NEJM, Science, Nature, Nature Medicine, Science Trans Med, Nature Genetics, Annals 

of Int Med, J Clin Invest, etc., and edited numerous books. He has an H-index of 85. Dr. Liang has been an 

Associate Editor for Gastroenterology (IF 18)(1996-2001, 2016-2021), Hepatology (IF 11)(2001-2006) and 

Gut (IF 16)(2014-2017). He was elected to the American Society for Clinical Investigation (ASCI) in 1996, 

the Association of American Physicians in 2002, and the National Academy of Medicine in 2016. He has 

been active in many academic professional societies, including ASCI, the American Association for the 

Study of Liver Diseases (AASLD) and the American Gastroenterological Association (AGA). He was a 

member of the ASCI Council from 2004-2007. He was on the Governing Board of the AASLD from 2007 to 

2012 and the President of the AASLD (2011). His outstanding contributions had been recognized with 

numerous accolades including the recipient of the British Liver Scholar Award, the Leon Schiff Lectureship, 

the Edward W. Morrow Lectureship, the Bruce Witte Distinguished Lecture Award, NIH KT Jeang 

Lectureship, NIH APAO Outstanding Scientific Achievement Award, NIDDK Nancy Nossal Scientific 

Mentorship Award, NIDDK Director’s Award and the AASLD Distinguished Mentor/Clinician Award.  



Wilson M. Compton, MD, MPE 
Deputy Director, National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), NIH 

Dr. Wilson M. Compton serves as the Deputy Director of the 

National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) of the National Institutes of 

Health.  NIDA supports most of the world’s research on the health 

aspects of drug abuse and addiction related to preventing drug 

abuse, treating addiction and addressing the serious health 

consequences of drug abuse, including related HIV/AIDS and other 

health conditions. In his current role, Dr. Compton’s responsibilities 

include working with the Director to provide scientific leadership in 

the development, implementation, and management of NIDA’s 

research portfolio in order to improve the prevention and 

treatment of drug abuse and addiction. 

Prior to his current appointment, Dr. Compton served as the 

Director of NIDA’s Division of Epidemiology, Services and 

Prevention Research from 2002 until 2013. In this leadership role, he oversaw the scientific direction of a 

complex public health research program of national and international scope addressing: 1) the extent and 

spread of drugs of abuse, 2) how to prevent drug abuse, and 3) how to implement drug abuse prevention 

and treatment services as effectively as possible.  Of note, since 2010 he has led the development of the 

Population Assessment of Tobacco and Health study (PATH), a large scale longitudinal population study 

with 45,971 baseline participants ages 12 and older. Jointly sponsored by NIDA and the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA), PATH includes prospective data collection using both surveys and biological 

assessments to inform the development of tobacco regulations in the United States.  

Before joining NIDA, Dr. Compton was a tenured faculty member in the Department of Psychiatry and 

Director of the Master in Psychiatric Epidemiology Program at Washington University in Saint Louis, as 

well as Medical Director of Addiction Services at the Barnes-Jewish Hospital in Saint Louis.  Dr. Compton 

received his undergraduate education from Amherst College. He attended medical school and completed 

his residency training in psychiatry at Washington University.   

During his career, Dr. Compton has achieved multiple scientific accomplishments: he was selected to serve 

as a member of the DSM-5 Revision Task Force; is the author of more than 200 publications including 

widely-cited papers drawing attention to the opioid crisis in the U.S.; and is an invited speaker at multiple 

high-impact venues, including multiple presentations to federal judges in presentations sponsored by the 

Federal Judicial Center.  These judicial presentations have focused on how the science of addiction may 

improve policy and practices related to persons with addiction within the criminal justice system. Dr. 

Compton is a member of numerous professional organizations, including the Alpha Omega Alpha medical 

education honor society. Dr. Compton is also the recipient of multiple awards, including the Senior Scholar 

Health Services Research Award from the American Psychiatric Association in 2008 and the Paul Hoch 

Award from the American Psychopathological Association in 2010. The FDA selected him to receive the 

Leveraging Collaboration Award in both 2012 and 2013 as well as a cross-cutting award in 2017. In 2018, 

Dr. Compton received the James W. West award from the National Association of Addiction Treatment 

Providers. Dr. Compton also received the Health and Human Services Secretary’s Awards for Meritorious 

Service in 2013 and Distinguished Service in 2015, 2018 and 2019. 



Rina Das, PhD 
Program Director, Division of Integrative Biological and Behavioral Sciences, National 

Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD), NIH 

Dr. Rina Das is a Scientific Program Director at NIMHD in the 

Division of Integrative Biological and Behavioral Sciences. She 

focuses on promoting research to understand an d address the 

various factors that play a role in health disparities in different 

underserved populations. She lends her expertise to a wide array 

of NIMHD programs that seek to improve minority health and 

health disparities, including translational sciences, cancer health 

disparities, research on the intersection of biological and social 

sciences, social epigenomics, sleep health disparities, community-

based interventions and immigrant health. At NIMHD she initiated 

the program to improve our understanding of the risk factors for 

liver disease and cancer disparities among US populations that 

experience health disparities. Prior to joining NIMHD, Dr. Das 

served as a Program Director at the Center to Reduce Cancer 

Health Disparities at the National Cancer Institute. She managed 

programs on cancer health disparities research that focused on 

community-based interventions among various racial/ethnic 

minority populations, and the role of biological factors in cancer 

disparities. Dr. Das also served as a Scientific Review Officer (SRO) 

at the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute.  

 

  



Rajen Koshy, PhD 
Program officer for Viral Hepatitis, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

(NIAID), NIH 

Dr.  Rajen Koshy is the program officer for viral hepatitis at the NIAID, 

NIH, since 2003, where he administers the hepatitis research 

program. In addition, he has oversight of NIAID-sponsored drug and 

vaccine development, animal models and clinical trials. 

Dr. Koshy was previously a Senior Lecturer in the University of London 

and a researcher. 

Prior to that, he was the hepatitis research group leader in the 

Department of Virology at the Max-Planck Institute for Biochemistry 

in Munich, Germany. 

Dr. Koshy’s research has focused on HBV DNA integration in 

hepatocellular carcinoma and transcriptional transactivation by HBV 

proteins.   

  



Betsy Read-Connole, PhD, MS 

Program Director for Viral Oncogenesis, Division of Cancer Biology, National Cancer 

Institute (NCI), NIH 

Dr. Betsy Read-Connole received a B.A. in Biology and 

Chemistry from Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, VA, a M.S. 

in Microbiology and a Ph.D. in Molecular and Cell Biology 

from the University of Maryland, College Park. She held a 

Cancer Research Training Fellow with the HIV and AIDS 

Malignancy Branch in the National Cancer Institute (NCI) at 

the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Dr. Read-Connole is 

currently a Section Chief and Program Director of viral 

oncogenesis (viruses that cause cancer) in the Cancer 

Immunology, Hematology, and Etiology Branch, in the 

Division of Cancer Biology, NCI. She also serves as the NCI 

representative to several NIH committees focused on AIDS, 

Viral Hepatitis, and Rare Disease. 

Prior to graduate school she worked in several NCI 

laboratories studying AIDS and oncogenic viruses. Dr. Read-Connole was involved in the isolation of the 

retrovirus that causes AIDS, which lead to the development of the blood test for HIV detection. Her 

scientific contributions have been acknowledged through several honors and awards. 

 

 

 


