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On September 20th, the Coalition for Global
Hepatitis Elimination hosted a side-event to
the 77th session of the United Nations (U.N.)
General Assembly on “Solidarity for
Hepatitis Elimination: A Call for a U.N. Group
of Friends.” This event brought together
participants from more than 20 countries,
including ministers of health, permanent
representatives to U.N. missions, national
hepatitis program coordinators, alongside
international partners.

A total of 10 official country representatives from Chile, Egypt, Georgia, Ghana,
Malaysia, Nigeria, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, and Ukraine voiced
commitment to joining a Group of Friends over the course of the event. Similar
support was voiced by government affiliated academic representatives from
China and Japan. Korea announced readiness to explore formation. The full list of
country representatives is below. The Acting Director of Africa CDC, Dr. Ahmed
Ouma, and Dr. Meg Doherty, Director of HIV, Hepatitis, and STIs at the World
Health Organization encouraged these efforts to accelerate hepatitis elimination.



EVENT OVERVIEW
Two Nobel Prize Winners kicked off the event by setting the stage for what a
unique opportunity hepatitis elimination presents.Nobel Laureate Michael
Houghton announced his support: “With recent developments in diagnosis,
treatment and vaccines, it is now within our grasp to meet the WHO’s challenge
of eliminating hepatitis as a major public health threat by the end of this decade.”
Dr. Harvey Alter added, "I sense a real momentum now to eliminate hepatitis…
This is a very unique situation. We have the tests; they can’t get much better. We
have the drugs; they can’t get much better. We need to now have the political,
the corporate, and the moral will to make this happen.”

Minister of Health and Population in Egypt, Minister Khaled Abdel Ghaffar, and
Minister of Health in Georgia, Minister Zurab Azarashvili, presented on their
countries’ impressive progress towards hepatitis C elimination, demonstrating
that through mobilizing political will and establishing effective models for testing
and treatment, achieving hepatitis C elimination is possible.

Dr. Anthony Nsiah-Asare, Advisor
on Health to the President of
Ghana, was the first to formally call
for the formation of a U.N. Group of
Friends: “To address these health
inequities by accelerating progress
toward the U.N. and WHO goals for
hepatitis elimination, Ghana calls
for the formation of a U.N. Group of
Friends to Eliminate Hepatitis.”



Bilateral and multilateral support for hepatitis
elimination was also on display. The Egyptian
government announced a partnership with the
Ghanaian government, in which Egypt will
provide test kits and HCV medicines for up to
50,000 persons living with HCV. Korea ended their
remarks by presenting a new initiative by KOICA,
the Korean International Development Agency,
which will invest US$5 million in building hepatitis
B and C capacity in African countries through a
partnership with the African Union. 

Dr. Ahmed Ogwell Ouma, Acting Director of CDC Africa, said, “When we gather
in the village square, it is not because we need food…it is because it is good to
come together. Today it is really good to come together to speak about
eliminating hepatitis from the world...We call on all the countries on our
continent to be part of this effort.”

A number of countries emphasized in their remarks a recommitment to
increasing access to hepatitis services and hepatitis elimination or announced
new commitments. Dr. Francis Collins, Science Advisor to US President Biden,
expressed commitment to exploring a national hepatitis elimination program.
Princess Dugba, Deputy Minister of Health and Sanitation from Sierra Leone
emphasized the urgency of her country’s needs: “Hepatitis is on the increase…
What we are trying to do really is quickly screen people so that people know
their status …We are trying to educate the masses that hepatitis is on our
doorstep. Sierra Leone is happy and willing to join the Group of Friends for
Hepatitis Elimination.”



MOVING FORWARD
To build on the momentum from the event, Member States will look to finalize
the Group of Friends governance and goals. Egypt has expressed a
commitment to chairing the Group with Minister Ghaffar expressing, “The
formation of this group is a glimmer of hope...we are ready to help all countries
that suffer the threat of hepatitis." The Coalition will support the Minister and
other appointed officials to lead discussions among interested member states
on finalizing the Group of Friends Charter and identifying priority activities. The
Coalition is exploring hosting secretariat functions for the Group of Friends.

Moreover, additional member states will be recruited to join the Group of
Friends.

Dr. Andrea Peña, Head of National Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C Program in Chile,
encouraged all member states to join, "We call on the rest of the international
community to join Chile in the gift against HBV and HCV because it is
possible...this kind of solidarity shows that multinational cooperation matters." 

Azril Abd Aziz, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of
Malaysia to the UN, emphasized Malaysia’s commitment to eliminating
hepatitis B: “In terms of preventing hepatitis B, strengthening viral hepatitis
screening, especially among vulnerable populations, antenatal mothers, foreign
workers, vaccinating infants and high-risk population groups, and improving
the quality and coverage of harm reduction programs are paramount.”



LINK TO EVENT RECORDING:

HTTPS://WWW.GLOBALHEP.ORG/WEBINARS/SOLIDARITY-
HEPATITIS-ELIMINATION-CALL-UN-GROUP-FRIENDS

https://www.globalhep.org/webinars/solidarity-hepatitis-elimination-call-un-group-friends
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